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Abstract 
The objective of this research is to investigate the correlation between 
grammar mastery and writing skill of the fifth semester English education 
study program students of Tadulako University Palu. This research applied 
correlational research design. The population was English Education Study 
Program students at their fifth semester. The sample consisted of 30 students 
selected by applying random sampling technique. The data were collected by 
using questionnaire and tests. In analyzing the data, the researcher used 
Pearson’s-Product Moment Correlation Coefficient and Significance of 
Coefficient Correlation formula, using 0.05 significant level with 28 (20-2) 
degree of freedom (df). The result of data analysis shows that the t-counted 
(3.533) was higher than the t-table (2.048). It means that there is a significant 
correlation between the grammar mastery and writing skill of the fifth 
semester English education students of Tadulako University Palu. 
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Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui hubungan antara 
kemampuan penguasaan grammar dan keterampilan menulis mahasiswa  
semester limapada program  studi pendidikan bahasa Inggris Universitas 
Tadulako Palu.  Penelitian ini menggunakan desain penelitian korelasional. 
Populasinya adalah mahasiswa semester limapada Program  Studi 
Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris. Sampelnya terdiri dari 30 siswa yang dipilih 
dengan teknik random sampling. Data  dikumpulkan dengan menggunakan 
kuesioner dan tes. Dalam menganalisa data,  peneliti menggunakan 
Koefisien Korelasi Momentum Waktu Pearson  dan Signifikansi dengan 
rumus Koefisien Korelasi, dengan menggunakan  0,05 tingkat signifikan 
dengan derajat  kebebasan  28 (20-2). Hasil analisis data  menunjukkan 
bahwa t-hitung (3,533) lebih tinggi dari t-tabel (2,048). Artinya ada 
hubungan yang signifikan antara penguasaan grammar  dan keterampilan 
menulis mahasiswa semester  lima pendidikan bahasa Inggris Universitas 
Tadulako Palu. 
 
Kata Kunci: Hubungan; Penguasaan Grammar;  Kemampuan Menulis. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Writing is one of the four basic skills which is very important in teaching-learning 
activities. It is more complicated and often seems to be the hardest skill. The parts of 
writing which make it complicated and hard are proper vocabulary, sentence structure or 
grammar, and punctuation. When the English learners write, they express knowledge to 
inform the readers. It is also a process of sharing idea, feeling, and thought into written form 
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by giving more attention on the use of language as correctly as possible.Nunan (2003: 88) 
defines, “writing is the process of thinking to invent ideas, thinking about how to express 
into good writing, and arranging the ideas into statement and paragraph clearly”. That is 
why writing can be a rich and productive experience. It is interesting to know that writing is 
probably a challenging activity. As we know, writing cannot be separated from grammar as 
its rule for the writing in order to be understood by the readers and to entertain the readers. 
Grammar mastery is very important in writing skill. It can help the students to 
produce good sentences. According to Swan (1998: 19), “grammar is the rule that says how 
words are changed to show different meaning, and they combine into sentences”. It means 
grammar is a way in forming a different meaning of words which use to construct a 
sentence in writing. Grammar is the important element which should be mastered by 
learners who want to speak or write to express his or her ideas. Bram (1995: 53) expresses 
that grammar is very important because we have to express or write our ideas grammatically 
and semantically. Therefore, the students have to learn grammar because grammar is needed 
to arrange a correct sentence in written English, helps the writer produces a good writing, 
and makes the reader understand.  
A sentence is a unit of grammar. It must contain at least one main clause. It can 
contain more than one clause. Ballard (2001: 37) exerts, “A sentence is the largest unit of 
syntactic structure which consists of at least a main clause but which may consist of several 
supporting clauses”. Radford (2009: 479) states, “Sentence is simply a term synonymously 
used to refer to a root clause which is basically a free standing clause that is not a 
component of another expression”.A sentence can include words grouped meaningfully to 
express a statement, question, exclamation, request, command or suggestion. Swan (2005: 
24) defines, “A sentence as a group of words expressing statement, command, question or 
an exclamation, consisting of one or more clauses, having at least a subject and a predicator 
and starting with a capital letter and ending with a full stop, question mark or exclamation 
mark especially in writing”. 
The relationship or the correlation between two variables; grammar and writing can 
be seen in three different ways. Where the two variables fluctuate in the same direction, for 
example, as one increases so does the other, or one decreases so does the other, a positive 
relationship is said to exist. On the other hand, a negative relationship or correlation is 
found when an increase of one variable is accompanied by a decreasing of the other 
variable. The last is null relationship, when the two variables do not have any correlation at 
all. 
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To find the three phenomena of correlation, the researcher took expository essay to 
see the grammar mastery in students’ writing skill. The expository essay is a genre of essay 
that requires the student to investigate an idea, evaluate evidence, expound on the idea, and 
set forth an argument concerning that idea in a clear and concise manner. An expository 
essay is an organized piece of prose which explains a specific topic or set of ideas to a 
defined audience. Starkey (2004: 87) states: “An expository essay gives directions, 
instructions, or explanations.”Expository essays provide information and analysis. It may or 
may not have an overt central argument, though it does set forth points of view on the 
topic.Tham (2013:17) exerts that expository essays, also known as discursive essays, 
frequently discuss or raise ideas, individual viewpoints and introduceperspectives in a non-
opinionated, non-argumentative way. Expository essay uses simple present tense as the 
language feature which gives rule at writing it. 
The simple present tense is one of the several forms of present tense in English.Azar 
(1999: 13) states: “The simple present tense is used to express habitual or everyday 
activities.” Davis (1987: 82) also states that simple present tense refers to statement of 
general truth, habitual repeated actions, description, or definition. Thus, simple present 
tense is used to describe habits, unchanging situations, general truths, and fixed 
arrangements. It is divided into two kinds of sentences: Verbal sentences and nominal 
sentences. 
Students are often asked to write expository essays for various college-level 
courses, including English, history, and the social sciences. The expository essay is often 
used on exams or as a form of evaluation because it lends itself to a style that does not 
necessarily require deep levels of research. For example, expository essays are often written 
in response to a prompt that asks students to analyze a written work, describe a process or 
explain or expose a topic. The researcher takes expository essay because it is already taught 
at university or college level. With this level, it is not difficult for university students to 
write the expository essay.  
Based on explanation above the researcherconducted her research at the fifth 
semester English education students of Tadulako University Palu as the population. She 
chose Tadulako University because she has been studying at Tadulako University Palu as a 
student of English Education Study Program. The English education students at Tadulako 
University learn grammar at third semester and writing for four semesters at the second, 
third, fourth and fifth semester. For writing itself, the researcher has learned about 
expository essay at the fourth semester in Writing 3. It means that the fifth semester 
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students have got the knowledge about how to write expository essay and grammar as the 
rule to guide them. From the researcher experience before, the students at fifth semester 
could write the expository essay well. Thus, the researcher needs to find out that fifth 
semester English education students’ grammar and writing skill have a significant 
correlation at Tadulako University. 
METHOD 
In conducting this research, the researcher employed correlational research design. 
Best and Khan (2006:378) state: “Correlation is the relationship between two or more 
paired variables or two or more sets of data”. It means that correlational design is used to 
determine the relationship among two or more variables. The degree of relationship is 
measured and described by the coefficient of correlation. There was Variable X related with 
Variable Y. Variable X was Grammar Mastery and Variable Y was Writing Skill. These 
two variables were depicted as below. 
Grammar Mastery   Writing Skill 
   X    Y 
The researcher conducted her research at Tadulako University Palu.The fifth 
semester students of English Education Study Program at Tadulako University Palu were 
taken as the population of this research.In selecting the sample, she used random sampling 
technique in which she chose five persons from each class. There were six classes in the 
fifth semester so, there were 30 students were taken as the sample. 
There were two instruments in this research: questionnaire and test. The 
questionnaire consisted of ten questions and it was collected after 30 minutes given to the 
students. The test was divided into two kinds of test; objective test and subjective test. 
Objective test consisted of ten questions of completion test and ten questions of error 
analysis test. Subjective test consisted of five topics to be chosen one as a topic for writing 
expository essay. 
After giving the questionnaire, the result of questionnaire was analyzed by using 
theformula recommended by Hatch and Farhady (1982:92). Then, the researcher computed 
the scores of the tests and used the formula by Purwanto (1987:102).  To find out that the 
two variables have a correlation, the researcherused Pearson’s Product Moments coefficient 
of correlation in Bungin (2005:207). To interpret the result of the coefficient value of the 
correlation of two paired variables, the researcher used criteria for evaluation and 
interpretation of a correlation coefficient by Best and Khan (2006:388). In testing the 
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significance, the researcher used significance of coefficient correlation formula which is 
determined by Best and Khan (2006:421). 
FINDINGS 
 The researcher provided questionnaire consisting of ten items to the students. It was 
used by the researcher to get students’ opinions or comments about teaching and learning 
process done in the class. The results of the questionnaire were used by the researcher as 
supporting data to support the result of the test.  
The researcher gave objective test to find out the students’ competence in using 
simple present tense. The objective test consisted of ten completion tests and ten multiple 
choice tests. All of the students answered the questions although some students answered 
them incorrect.The test results are fully presented in the following table:  




Maximum Scores Individual Scores 
1.  RGN 8 100 40 
2.  DK 14 100 70 
3.  DD 12 100 60 
4.  NEP 12 100 60 
5.  MA 13 100 65 
6.  DS 9 100 45 
7.  MF 14 100 70 
8.  DA 11 100 55 
9.  FTR 11 100 55 
10.  KHN 14 100 70 
11.  EB 11 100 55 
12.  MT 8 100 40 
13.  LU 19 100 95 
14.  HL 14 100 70 
15.  IT 19 100 95 
16.  NDY 17 100 85 
17.  MFT 13 100 65 
18.  ANN 10 100 50 
19.  GWR 9 100 45 
20.  ALF 15 100 75 
21.  KBS 15 100 75 
22.  HR 15 100 75 
23.  FDL 10 100 50 
24.  SA 18 100 90 
25.  RG 17 100 85 
26.  RFA 19 100 95 
27.  NDA 19 100 95 
28.  CH 13 100 65 
29.  LY 14 100 70 
30.  RZ 9 100 45 
Total 402 3000 1980 
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Based on the result above, there are four students who got 91-100 scores or it means 
13.3%. Then, there are three or 10% students who got 81-90 scores.Three or 10% students 
got scores 71-80, while eight or 26.6% students got 61-70 scores. Furthermore, there are 
five or 16.6% students who got 51-60 scores. However, there are seven or 23.3% students 
who got less than 50 scores. Thus, the researcher considered that students’ achievement in 
simple present tense was fair because eight or 26.6% students who got scores 61-70 in 
objective test. 
Furthermore, the researcher gave subjective test to find out the students’ competence 
in writing expository essay. In subjective test, the students chose one of five topics which 
were provided.The results of the students test in writing recount text are presented in the 
following table:   




Maximum Score Individual Scores 
1.  RGN 13 100 65 
2.  DK 18 100 90 
3.  DD 12 100 60 
4.  NEP 14 100 70 
5.  MA 13 100 65 
6.  DS 12 100 60 
7.  MF 11 100 55 
8.  DA 13 100 65 
9.  FTR 9 100 45 
10.  KHN 12 100 60 
11.  EB 13 100 65 
12.  MT 11 100 55 
13.  LU 19 100 95 
14.  HL 12 100 60 
15.  IT 14 100 70 
16.  NDY 17 100 85 
17.  MFT 9 100 45 
18.  ANN 15 100 75 
19.  GWR 16 100 80 
20.  ALF 9 100 45 
21.  KBS 15 100 75 
22.  HR 15 100 75 
23.  FDL 12 100 60 
24.  SA 11 100 55 
25.  RG 19 100 95 
26.  RFA 18 100 90 
27.  NDA 17 100 85 
28.  CH 14 100 70 
29.  LY 14 100 70 
30.  RZ 14 100 70 
Total 411 3000 2055 
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Based on the table above, the researcher found that there are two or 6.6% students 
who got 91-100 scores, while there are four or 13.3% students who got 81-90 scores. Then, 
there arefour or 13.3% students who got 71-80% scores. Furthermore, there were nine or 
30% students who got 61-70 scores. However, there were six or 20% students who got 51-
60 scores while there were three or 10% students who got less than 50 scores. Thus, the 
researcher considered that students’ achievement in writing expository essay was fair 
because nine or 30% students who got score 61-70 in subjective test. 
In order to find out the significant correlation between students’ simple presenttense 
mastery and the students’ skill in writing expository essay, the researcher presented both of 
the results in the following table: 





X Y X2 Y2 XY 
1.  RGN 40 65 1600 4225 2600 
2.  DK 70 90 4900 8100 6300 
3.  DD 60 60 3600 3600 3600 
4.  NEP 60 70 3600 4900 4200 
5.  MA 65 65 4225 4225 4225 
6.  DS 45 60 2025 3600 2700 
7.  MF 70 55 4900 3025 3850 
8.  DA 55 65 3025 4225 3575 
9.  FTR 55 45 3025 2025 2475 
10.  KHN 70 60 4900 3600 4200 
11.  EB 55 65 3025 4225 3575 
12.  MT 40 55 1600 3025 2200 
13.  LU 95 95 9025 9025 9025 
14.  HL 70 60 4900 3600 4200 
15.  IT 95 70 9025 4900 6650 
16.  NDY 85 85 7225 7225 7225 
17.  MFT 65 45 4225 2025 2925 
18.  ANN 50 75 2500 5625 3750 
19.  GWR 45 80 2025 6400 3600 
20.  ALF 75 45 5625 2025 3375 
21.  KBS 75 75 5625 5625 5625 
22.  HR 75 75 5625 5625 5625 
23.  FDL 50 60 2500 3600 3000 
24.  SA 90 55 8100 3025 4950 
25.  RG 85 95 7225 9025 8075 
26.  RFA 95 90 9025 8100 8550 
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27.  NDA 95 85 9025 7225 8075 
28.  CH 65 70 4225 4900 4550 
29.  LY 70 70 4900 4900 4900 
30.  RZ 45 70 2025 4900 3150 
 X 1980 Y 2055 X2143250 Y2 147525 XY 140750 
 
After gathering all of the data of objective and subjective tests, the researcher 
applied Pearson’s–Product Moment Correlation Coefficient formula to find out the 
significant correlation between students’ mastery of simple present tense as (X) and the 
ability of the students in writing expository essay as (Y). The result of the computation 
shows that correlation coefficient between students’ grammar mastery of simple present 
tense as (X) and the ability of the students in writing expository essay as (Y) is 0.555. It 
means that there is a positive correlation between students’ mastery of simple present tense 
and the ability of the students in writing expository essay. When this result is consulted with 
standard critical value of Pearson’s Product–Moment Correlation (r), this result is 
categorized substantial. The value of the r tableat significant level of 5% (0.05) and the 
degree of freedom (df) = 28 are 2.048 while the value of the t countedis 3.533. It means that 
thet-counted is higher thanthe t-table.The researcher concludes that there is a significant 
correlation between students’ grammar mastery of simple present tense and the ability of 
the students in writing expository essay. 
DISCUSSION 
In this section, the researcher is going to explain the result of research finding which 
has been analyzed by using statistical data analysis to answer the research problem in 
Chapter 1 and to test the hypothesis in Chapter 2. The researcher used questionnaire and 
tests in gathering the data of the research. 
At the first step, the researcher gave the questionnaire to the students. The 
questionnaire consisted of ten questions relating simple present tense and expository essay. 
Based on the result of the questionnaire, the researcher concluded that the result of the 
questionnaire was very useful to support the data. Because from the result of the 
questionnaire, most of the students agreed that learning simple present tense could help 
them to write an expository essay.  
After giving the questionnaire, the researcher gave objective test to the students. The 
objective test consisted of ten items of completion test and ten items of multiple choices. 
Based on the result of the objective and subjective tests, the researcher used the Percentage 
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of Student’s Achievement in the test. In the objective test, the researcher found that there 
are 26.6 % of the students who get 61-70 scores. Thus, the result of the objective test was 
classified fair.  
Furthermore, the researcher gave subjective test in order to find out students’ skill in 
writing recount text. The test consisted of five topics relating essay writing test. Then, the 
students only chose one topic which they want to write. Based on the result of subjective 
test, the researcher found that there are 30% of the students who get 61-70 scores. Thus, the 
result of the subjective test was classified fair. 
After the researcher calculated the result of objective test and subjective test by 
applying Pearson’s – Product Moment Correlation Coefficient (r) formula, the researcher 
found the coefficient correlation between student’s mastery of simple present tense and the 
ability of the student in writing expository essay is 0.555. It meant there was positive 
correlation between both variable X and variable Y.A positive correlation exists when one 
variable decreases as the other variable decreases, or one variable increases while the other 
increases. The result of this research had a positive correlation where variable X, grammar 
mastery, increased and so did variable Y, writing skill. When this result was consulted with 
standard critical value of Pearson’s Product – Moment Correlation (r), this result was 
categorized moderate. 
Furthermore, the researcher used 5% (0.05) significant level in critical value of 
Student’s Distribution (t) with 28 degree of freedom to obtain t table. Then the value of the t 
table was 2.048 while the value of t counted is 3.533. It meant that the t counted was higher 
than the t table. The researcher concluded that there is a significant correlation between 
students’ mastery of simple present tense and the ability of the students in writing 
expository essay. The significant effect of grammar mastery, especially in simple present 
tense is on how it helps the students to write the expository essay that has simple present 
tense as one of its language features. Writing itself cannot be separated from grammar 
because grammar is one of the important components in writing. As Celce-Murcia and 
Larsen-Freeman (1983:2) asserted that learners’ ability in writing is affected by their ability 
in mastering grammar. Thus, grammar mastery gives significant effect and important role to 
writing skill because it helps our writing become accurate and can be understood by the 
readers. 
The results explained previously are related to the two previous studies. The first 
research was conducted by Syopiana (2011) who found that there was a positive significant 
correlation between students’ grammar mastery and their ability in writing narrative text at 
E-Journal of English Language Teaching Society| (ELTS) Vol.   No. Page 10 
 
the second year students of SMAN 1 KuantanHilir in KuantanSingingi Regency. The 
second research was conducted by Bannu (2015)who found that both variables (grammar 
mastery and writing ability) had a significant correlation at the tenth grade students of SMA 
Negeri 1 Pasangkayu.. The third one was conducted by Kurniawan (2017). He found that 
grammar mastery and writing skill variable had a significant correlation at the tenth grade of 
SMA Labschool UNTAD Palu. 
CONCLUSION 
It is concluded that there is a significant correlation between students’ grammar 
mastery and writing skill of the fifth semester English education study program students of 
Tadulako University Palu. It is proved by the value of t-table at significant level of 5% 
(0.05) with 28 degree of freedom (df) is 2.048 while the result of t-counted is 3.533. It 
means that tr is higher than t-table. Furthermore, there is a positive correlation between 
students’ grammar mastery and writing skill of the fifth semester English education students 
of Tadulako University Palu. It is proved bythe correlation coefficient of the paired 
variables(0.555) and Alternative Hypothesis (Ha):r = 0. The result is categorized moderate. 
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